
Merry Christmas All
 
Another year is coming to a close and Christmas will be upon us. By the time you read this 
over 90 Christmas lights should be shining from the lampposts and 30+ Christmas trees 
will be decorating the business premises, looking as colourful has ever.
Our Community Christmas trees located at Hillcrest, Hillside Avenue and Bridgend Road/
Llanharry Road junction will once again be acting as memory trees and you can decorate 
them with a special decoration in memory of a lost loved one.
Reflecting over the last month, it was a privilege and a humbling experience to take part in 
the acts of Remembrance. Firstly, on Friday 9th November I laid a wreath on behalf of the 
community and the Community Council at the memorial within the grounds of the Royal 
Mint. That evening I attended the Llanharan Branch of the Royal British Legion’s 
Remembrance Service where children from our local primary schools, Brynna, Dolau and 
Llanharan gave performances of acting, poetry and songs related to the first world war. 
Finally, on Sunday 11th November, Councillor Linney and myself laid wreaths at the War 
Memorials in Brynna and Llanharan respectively on behalf of the Community Council and 
the community itself. This year was a special act of remembrance as we stood in silent 
respect to those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country and freedom, given that it 
was 100 years to the day and hour since the Great War ended and so ‘we will remember 
them’ 

Christmas Dinners
The Community Council’s annual Christmas dinners for our senior citizens will be held on 
5th December for those who reside in Llanharan and Ynysmaerdy, and 12th December for 
those who reside in Brynna. Bookings can be made in the Corner Shop on the Square, 
Bryncae Stores and McColls in Brynna. Please make sure that if you want to attend the 
Llanharan Dinner, but live in Brynna or vice versa, you indicate that on the booking form. 
The forms will require your name, address and whether you require transport.

Llanharan Miners Welfare Hall
At the time of writing, preparations were well in hand for the annual Christmas Fayre that 
was scheduled to be held on the 25th November. The trustees were also looking forward 
to using the event to mark the opening of the refurbished kitchen. Over £9000 had been 
raised through donations and fund-raising activities such as the pop-up kitchen, car boot 
sales and the like over the last two years to fund the project. The trustees have also taken 
the opportunity to give the main hall a facelift by replacing broken wall panels, replacing 
old doors and having the hall repainted. There is still plenty of work to do, so the fund-
raising activities will continue along with the encouragement for new users to take 
advantage of the excellent facilities that are available.

Lantern Parade
The annual Llanharan & Brynna Lantern parade will take place on Friday 14th December. 
As usual the starting points will be the 3 primary schools, with the parade leaving Brynna 
around 6:00pm, Doalu around 6:15pm and Llanharan around 6:20pm.
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Everyone is welcome to join the parade either at the starting points or anywhere along the 
routes; the parades will converge at the Miner’s Welfare Hall in Llanharan. An evening of 
soup and carols will follow.

Footpaths
All the footpaths through the community are to be identified as to what work is required to 
maintain the right of way. This survey will feed into a 3 year rolling plan of action. It is 
envisaged that a plan of local walks of varying degrees of difficulty can be produced to 
enhance the wellbeing of the community.

Public Access Defibrillators
The Community Council has now purchased 9 storage units. During December a unit will 
be placed outside Brynna primary school and will contain the defibrillator that is currently 
held at Bryncae Stores. Another unit will be placed in the red telephone kiosk that is on the 
Square and will contain the defibrillator that is currently in the Corner Shop. Both units will 
be accessible 24/7.
The remaining storage units will be placed around the community over the following 
months in line with the location plan that was published in last month’s Diary. The 
defibrillators will be provided in conjunction with the Welsh Ambulance Service.

New Office
Earlier in the New Year, the Community Council office will be relocating from the Drop-In 
Centre to Chapel Road, in what was the old betting shop.
The motivation behind this move is threefold. First, the Drop-In Centre urgently require the 
space where the clerk’s office is currently located, to expand their creche facilities to 
exceed current CIW standards. Second, it will give the community better access to the 
Council and its services. Third, the Community Council will need a larger office space to 
enable it to meet the future demands that are likely to be placed upon it when the Welsh 
Government responds to the recent review of Town & Community Councils.

Trains
Progress has been made and a meeting with Huw Irranca-Davies AM, Chris Elmore MP 
and other interested parties formulated a way forward. Mick Antoniw, AM for Pontypridd 
(including Pontyclun) will facilitate a meeting with Ken Skates AM, who is the Cabinet 
member with responsibility for transport in Wales, to address the immediate need to 
increase the capacity per train and also the frequency of trains stopping at Pencoed, 
Llanharan and Pontyclun; whilst Chris Elmore MP will continue pressing Network Rail and 
the UK Government to address the solution to replace the level crossing at Pencoed and 
keep the traffic flowing, thus allowing more trains per hour to use the line. In support of this 
action it would add weight to the campaign if members of the public would write in support 
of the above to Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Transport, Welsh Government, 
5th Floor, Tŷ Hywel, Cardiff Bay, CF99 1N
or email: Correspondence.Ken.Skates@gov.wales

Community Infrastructure Group
This is a group of councillors and members of the public that meet and discuss anything 
and everything regarding the infrastructure of our community. They make 
recommendations to the Community Council regarding the outcome of those discussions.
Currently the group lacks members of the public who are willing to join in these 
discussions on a regular basis. If you have any input that you would like to see developed 
for the benefit of our community, please attend the meeting listed below or contact myself.
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Future Meetings
Allotments, Footpaths and Open Spaces committee - 4th December 2018; Audit 
Committee -  6th December 2018; Community Infrastructure Group - 8th January 2019 all 
at Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall starting at 7:00pm, and the next ordinary Council 
meeting will be on Thursday 20th December 2018 at Ynysmaerdy Community Centre 
starting at 7:00pm.

A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and its committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s web site www.llanharancc.co.uk 
Any compliments or complaints please contact me (07737 682633) or Peter Davies, Clerk 
to Llanharan Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk 
 
Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk 
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