
Minutes of the meeting of the Llanharan Community Council held on 21 
February 2019 at the Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman); 
Councillors Evans, Geraint Hopkins, Liney, Morelli, Stephens, M 
Thomas, Turner, Uppal and Williams 

Also: Mr. Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council and 2 local residents 

Apologies: Councillors W Hopkin and W Thomas and Mr Scott Russell 

2019/81  MINUTES 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2019 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman – there were no matters arising 

 2019/82 MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL 

 Members were advised that Councillor William Hopkin had been unable to 
attend meetings for some weeks because of illness, after a lengthy period in 
hospital, he was now recuperating at home, but it was unlikely that he would be well 
enough to attend meeting for some weeks 

 RESOLVED – That 

 (1) the Council’s best wishes be extended to Councillor Hopkin for a full and 
speedy recovery; 

 (2) the Council accepts that Councillor Hopkin is currently unable to attend 
meetings through ill health  

 2019/83 COMMUNITY POLICING 

 Councillor Liney advised that there had been an increase in anti-social 
behaviour in the area, the Police were monitoring the situation and LCDP were 
working with children. 

 The Chairman also reported on invitations on social media to attend a ‘rave’ at 
the Welfare Ground – the Trust and the Police had taken steps to ensure events did 
not take place 

2019/84 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

RESOLVED – That the recommendations the Human Resources Committee of 24 
January and the Audit Committee of 7 February 2019, be approved and adopted, 
subject to the following amendments:  

The Council on 21 February RESOLVED – That in respect of 
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1. THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 

(a) The terms of Reference and Constitution of the HR Committee be 
reviewed at the Annual Meeting of the Council 

(b) The employment of an Assistant Clerk - That (1) the proposal be 
approved; (2) the Human Resources Committee be authorised to 
finalise the arrangements and make an appointment and (3) the 
proposed expenditure in 2019/20 be funded from the Council’s 
balances 

2. THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

(c) The proposed grant to Llanharan FC – Following a presentation by 
officers of the Club the grant of £800 be paid, the Club to provide bank 
statements for the last 12 months once the new signatories to the bank 
account have been agreed 

(d) The approach to LCDP as a possible contractor to organise the 2019 
Community Fireworks Display was based on a ‘local contractor with 
previous experience’ 

(e) The possibility of re-locating the Brynna War Memorial be subject to 
local consultation through The Diary 
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AUDIT COMMITTEE – 7 FEBRUARY 2019. 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman); 
  Councillors Lewis-Watkin, Liney and W Thomas 

Also: Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council 

Apologies: Councillors William Hopkin and Stephens 

84/1. REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Recommended- That the following applications be dealt with as indicated (legal 
Power – S19 of the Local Government Misc. Provisions Act 1976): 

         Applicant    Recommendation 

(a) Bryncae Brownies   Approve start up grant of £700 

(b) Dairy Tots – Llanharan Mini  Approve start up grant of £484 
      And Junior Section    

(c) Llanharan RFC    Approve grant of £800 towards the cost  
     of coaching qualification training and  
     the purchase of kit for the under 15s  
     team 
      
(d) Llanharan FC Approve grant of £800 towards the cost 

of general running costs, subject to the     
Club providing satisfactory bank 
statements for the last 12 months 

84/2.  BUDGET 2019/20 

Members were advised that Julie James, AM, Minister for Housing and Local 
Government had announced the final revenue and capital allocations for principal 
local authorities in Wales. The headlines of the settlement were: 
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• Revenue funding for local government at an all Wales level will increase by 
0.2% to £4.237 billion compared to 2018/19 

• The revenue settlement for RCT was better than expected and combined with 
the Council’s pro-active approach to managing its finances, the initial budget 
gap of over £9.9 m has been reduced to £5.9m.  In order to close the 
remaining budget gap further savings are required and opportunities to deliver 
further efficiency savings are being examined 

• The level of capital funding will be £193m, although RCT will also benefit from 
the recently signed City Deal 

The Clerk reported that Town and Community Councils did not receive any grant 
from either the Welsh Government or RCT and they relied solely on the local 
precept and income from charges.   Members were also informed that the 
Community Council’s tax base for 2019/20 was £3072.09 compared to £2,994.75 
last year.   

Total resources currently available were £267,648 and expenditure at the end of 
December was £138,122 with an anticipated out-turn of £185,532 (plus reserves 
of £19,000).  £3104 would also be received from CIL receipts this year. 
Concerning the level of balances, whilst there was no definitive figure or 
percentage for the level of reserves, the latest Governance Notes suggested that 
these should be between three to twelve months of gross expenditure  

The Committee also received an analysis of the current year’s budget and details 
of the anticipated out-turn on individual expenditure heads.  

Careful consideration was given to the level of Council services, balances, use of 
the CIL receipts and suggestions for possible improvements during 2019/20 

Recommended – That 

(1) the proposed budget outlined in the Appendix to the Clerk’s report be 
approved, together with the following additions: 

(a) Safety Inspections for Festive Lighting – following a survey - increase the 
estimate provision from £3000 to £7000; 

(b) Grants – General Provision – based on expenditure during 2018/19 – 
increase the estimate provision from £15000 to £17500 

(2) the inclusion of the following in the proposed budget be approved: 
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(a) Administration and office costs – provision of £1050 for pay awards; 
£7000 for rent, council tax, water rates and other housekeeping costs in 
respect of 2 Chapel Road; 

(b) Payments to Members – the present estimate of £2100 to be maintained; 
(c) Bus Shelters – the present estimate of £5000 be maintained to allow for 

one new shelter and a programme of bus shelter painting; 
(d) Play Areas and Open Spaces – the estimate head includes £3000 for new 

tiles in the Shower Block and £1000 for any further work which might be 
undertaken at the vacant land at Meadow Rise 

(e) The Memorial Garden – proposals for a further improvement scheme – 
a sum of £15000 will be carried over from this year’s budget and a further 
£5000 has been included in the Strategy Proposals expenditure head.  
Pencoed College has offered to assist in the design and layout of any 
approved scheme in the next academic year.  The possibility of using CIL 
receipts would also be considered in due course 

(f) Street Furniture – the estimate head includes provision for summer and 
winter baskets, clock maintenance, further benches, tables and large 
planters and a cascade of flowers for the memorial bench 

(g) Christmas Dinners and Soup and Carols – the present estimates 
totalling £3750 to be maintained but with an improved dinner menu 

(h) Festive Lighting – The estimate head to be increased to £14460 for the 
hire of the lights (£4895), electrical installation (£7500), Christmas trees 
(£1065) and contingency (£1000). Members also noted that Dolau Primary 
School had agreed to festive lighting being erected on the school building – 
the cost could be met from the contingency provision, referred to above 

(i) Mower/Tractor Equipment – a sum of £4000 will be carried over from this 
year’s budget as a reserve for the purchase of a replacement machine and 
a further £2000 has been included in the Mower expenditure head 

(j) Defibrillators – As agreed by the Council two units are being purchased 
this financial year and a further five units after April 

(k) Roof Replacement, Llanharan RFC- pending a detailed grant application 
provision of £12000 has been made in the Strategy Proposals expenditure 
head 

(3) in view of the large increase in the cost of watering the hanging baskets 
approval in principle be given to the work being undertaken ‘in house’ and the 
purchase of a water bowser and an ATV; 

(4) the possibility of LCDP being appointed as a contractor to organise a free 
Community Council Firework Display be examined, with the Council 
underwriting the costs; 
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(5) the possibility of re-locating the Brynna War Memorial in a more prominent 
position in the community be examined; 

(6) at this stage the current CIL receipts be carried forward for allocation in a future 
year; 

(7) the Council’s precept for 2019/20 be set at 64.56p to produce an amount of 
£198,334.13 and RCT be informed accordingly. 

84/3. REVIEW OF FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL RISKS 

The Committee gave detailed consideration to the Council’s Financial and 
Operational Risks Policy.  The Clerk advised that the measures to manage and 
mitigate the risks identified in the policy were still appropriate 

Recommended – That the present policy be re-affirmed 

84/4. ONLINE BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 

NOTED – That arrangements were being finalised with a view to a change to on-line 
banking from 1 April 

84/5.  COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE S123 LIST 

Members reviewed the projects which were and might be included in the \community 
Council’s Infrastructure List 

Recommended- That 

(1) the following projects be deleted from the present list: 

 Project       Reason for deletion 

Llanharan Medical Centre – possible contribution  Cwm Taf decision that      
to a new centre                existing facilities are adequate 

Llanharan By Pass – possible contribution to  Work being undertaken by 
RCT 
Identifying a preferred line 

Welfare Ground – construction of car park  Work being undertaken by 
RCT 
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(2) the following projects be added to the list (note these additions are not in any 
ranked priority order and the inclusion of a project does not signify a commitment 
from the Council to fund the listed project): 

(a) Improvement of land adjacent to Hillside Avenue/Chapel Road/Ewenni Fach 
(b) Improvements to the roundabouts, together with sponsorship 
(c) Improvement to open spaces and entrances to the villages 
(d) Possible re-location of the Brynna War Memorial 

84/6. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR 2019/20 

Recommended- That Mr N Goss be re-appointed to review the 2018/19 accounts 

84/7. REPORTS FROM THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

Members considered the following reports – Financial Management and Governance 
in Town and Community Councils during 2017-18 and Internal Audit Arrangements at 
Town and Community Council in Wales 

Recommended – That all Members of the Council be encouraged to read the two 
reports 

  ____________________________________________ 

2019/85 COMMUNITY ISSUES 

(a) Extension to Dolau Primary School 

NOTED – That the statutory notice had been published regarding the proposed 
extension to the school to accommodate the new residential development at Llanilid 

(b) Persimmon Development at Llanilid 

NOTED – That the reserved matters planning application to facilitate the first phase 
of development would be considered by RCT’s Development Control Committee on7 
March 

(c) Fly Tipping 

NOTED – That RCT was introducing £400 fixed penalty fines for in an attempt to 
prevent small scale fly tipping 

(d) Llanharan By Pass 
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NOTED – That an officer from RCT would attend the next meeting of the Council to 
discuss with Members the preferred route for the by-pass, prior to 2 public 
exhibitions on 29 March and 5 April in Llanharan and Bryncae 

(e) Park and Ride Scheme 

NOTED – That the Leader of RCT had advised that the Llanharan scheme was next 
in line, once the 3 current schemes had been completed 

(f) Chapel Road Parking- The Clerk reported that several local residents had 
expressed concern regarding parking in Chapel Road and they had asked whether 
resident parking could be introduced.  Councillor Geraint Hopkins advised that this 
would be considered as part of the Llanharan Park and Ride Scheme 

(g) Pedestrian Refuge on The Square – The Clerk reported that there had been 
numerous road traffic accidents involving this refuge over the last few weeks and a 
number of local residents had asked whether improvements could be made.  
Councillor Geraint Hopkins reminded Members that there had been two studies 
concerning ‘traffic on The Square’ and officials were unable to identify a solution, 
however, he would arrange for a further site meeting.  Councillor Liney asked 
whether officials could also review the parking outside the High Corner, as there had 
been several recent accidents 

(h) Llanharan Primary School 

NOTED- That Kirsty Williams AM had recently attended the school to celebrate its 
£600k expansion 

(i) Llanharan Cemetery – Members were advised that there had been several 
complaints concerning subsidence at the cemetery and the levelling of headstones.  
Councillor Geraint Hopkins indicated that headstones would only be levelled for 
safety reasons and any replacement was the responsibility of the potholders 

(j) School Governor Appointment  

NOTED- with pleasure that Councillor Morelli had been appointed as a community 
school governor to Brynnau School 

(k) Mynydd Portref Community Fund – Councillor Evans reported that he had 
received representations for the Community Council to become involved in the 
award of grants under this fund.  The Chairman advised that this was outside the 
remit of the Council - the procedure was outlined by the Company and could be 
viewed on the web. 

(l) Hillside Avenue – Bus Shelter- Bus Shelters Ltd had advised that because 
of the pavement width, only a similar cantilever shelter could be erected. Councillor 
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Evans suggested that a base might be constructed on RCT land adjacent to the 
highway. 

RESOLVED – That Councillor Evans’ suggestion be investigated 

2019/86 OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 

The Clerk reported that the lease of the ground floor of 2 Chapel Road had been 
completed and the first quarters rent, the council tax and the solicitor’s costs had 
been paid. 

The Council considered three quotations which had been obtained from local 
companies for the refurbishment of the accommodation.  Members also noted that 
the lowest tenderer had agreed to the Council purchasing some of the materials, 
thereby saving the VAT 

RESOLVED – That the lowest tender of LML Electrics in the sum of £8,995 (plus the 
cost of flooring in the kitchen and toilet areas)   be accepted 

2019/87 FINANCIAL MATTERS  

 (a)Handyman’s Work Programme  

NOTED – The work undertaken by the Handyman during the last four weeks 

 (b) Payments – Monitoring – Members considered the statement prepared by the 
Clerk 

RESOLVED – That the outstanding bills be paid, and the cheques be signed 
accordingly 

(c) Shower Block – Guttering – Councillor Liney advised that the shower block 
guttering required urgent replacement.  A local contractor had recently replaced the 
rain water goods on the Miner’s Welfare Hall and had undertaken an excellent job 

RESOLVED – That the estimate of £750 from Andyman Services be accepted 

2019/88 PLANNING MATTERS 

RESOLVED – That the following applications received since the last meeting be 
noted: 

3 Bryn Heulog – change of use from domestic garage to commercial for repair 
and maintenance of agricultural vehicles 

 14 Trenos Place – retrospective application for new retaining wall 

The meeting concluded at 9.15pm
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